AWARE-LA Saturday Dialogue Workshop Agenda

Topic: 
White Privilege and Immigration 








Date: 5-8-10

	1:10-1:45: Introduction to the Day/Opening Spaces 
	Time
	Who 

	· NEW FOLKS ORIENTATION                                                                                     

· A. Overview of AWARE

· B. How do you feel about being white or your whiteness? (Not a test, helps get to know)

· C. What experience do you have with the issues this group focuses on in the past? 


· RETURNING MEMBERS OPEN SPACE

· Individual Check-Ins in SMALL GROUPS (explain This is a space to talk about what has happened in your life related to race, racism, or whiteness.)

· As people come in late, have one facilitator start a new group and bring in new people, then step out to keep starting new groups as needed as late folks come in.

· Sentence completion (This past month I’ve felt about my whiteness…? Or where have you struggled with being an anti racist ally, not done the right thing or made a mistake?)
· Burning Issues  - in LARGE GROUP (Ask someone to share some experiences or situations that they would like input or feedback from the group on -- topics related to race, racism, or whiteness) If no one wants to share, move on to Getting Started
	35 min
	Jason

Greeter: 

Lisa

Tara 

(Leadership spreads out among small groups)

	1:45- 2:00 Getting Started
	
	

	· Have people go around and say their name and preferred gender pronoun – introduce SDFT

· Review guidelines for communication - Ask for 2 volunteers to alternate

· New people complete this sentence: Why I came to this meeting is?

· Returning members: Who had a conversation with someone about AWARE? (Describe current campaign “We Draw the Line at Hate” and why we’re reaching out) – INTRODUCE LISA & ALL!!!

· WSS Section (led by AR)  - Introduce AR leadership
	15 min 
	Jason
Jeb/Karen

	2:00-3:15 White Privilege and Immigration
	
	

	· Goals: 

· Reflect on current immigration issues and our stake as white people in progressive immigration reform

· Develop language and access resources for getting involved in the struggle for justice for Immigrants

· Deconstruct the right-wing’s framing of the Immigration issue
· Introduction to today’s topic: 

· Last week there was a march in support of Immigrant rights, and immigration continues  to be a divisive issue shaped by racist rhetoric. 

Begin with a clip of Arizona’s new law: SB 1070. 

Visualization Activity:

We are going to go through a guided imagery activity to explore the experience of being a migrant. 

Begin by finding a comfortable position in your chair, or create some space in this room where you can relax your body. If you feel comfortable closing your eyes, go ahead and do that now. Let’s all take three deep breaths in and out, bringing your focus to your body, relaxing it with the depth of each breath. 

As you feel yourself slipping gently into the open space of your mind, imagine yourself at your home, amidst the warmth and familiar feeling of a gathering of loved ones. It is a gathering of your family – either your family of origin or your family of choice. The people you feel closest to, safest with and most connected with in this world. Maybe you are with your parents, brothers, sisters, cousins, grandparents, aunts, uncles, friends, community. 

In this space, you feel secure, at home, familiar and knowledgeable of your surroundings including the people in your space right now as well as those that live around you, their customs, the language spoken in the street when you walk down it, in the supermarket when you go grocery shopping, at your place of work. In general, you know this place, you know how it works.

Now, imagine that your home comes under attack. You are forced to leave your home, you are forced to leave all the members of your gathering behind, you are forced to leave the United States. You are not sure where you will go, how you will get there, who of your loved ones you will be able to contact or remain connected with, or what will happen to you. 

Now you have been able to secure a route to safety, but you and your loved ones have to enter this country illegally, dangerously. Imagine in your mind a border, a wall, barbed wire, an eerie silence, and a shudder of fear as you consider the magnitude of the risk you are taking just by trying to cross this line.

Now imagine yourself in this new country, a country completely foreign to you. You don’t know the language, so you cannot understand the people talking around you, or to you – are they talking to you? Are they talking about you? … How do people look at you? Where do you fit in? Do you miss home?

Shift your focus back to your breathing and let the images and feelings of this experience continue to float through your mind or stream through your consciousness. Slowly open your eyes and please take a few moments to jot down words, thoughts, and emotions this experience brought up for you. 

(We bring folks back to the room and add a piece about connecting those feelings during the visualization to the threat of anti-immigration laws.)

· Initial share outs (few)- what insights do you get into the experience of undocumented people based on this activity?

· Break into small groups - Write questions on BP
Small groups

· What came up for you during this visualization? (go around circle everyone express something)

· As a white person, what messages have you been taught or received about people who are undocumented (illegal, secretive, how you view the police, crossing the border from Mexico, speaking English, fitting in)?

· How does white privilege shape our understanding of and response to the issue of immigration? How do entitlement and self-protection get triggered in this discussion? Do any barriers come up when you imagine open borders and amnesty? What are they? Where do they come from? How much does being a white American shape your notions of borders?
Large group

· Share outs from small groups: What came up in your small group?
· Brainstorm (on BP): What is the role of white anti-racists in the struggle for immigrant rights?

3:15-3:50/4:00 – Active Resistance
Introduction: We’ve talked about storytelling and messaging as a white antiracist. Messaging is important. May Day march messaging, hear from those people who made posters or marched.

· What messages did we share on our posters and at the march?
Storytelling and messaging as a movement building strategy. Today look at narrative. What is narrative?

· Narratives are the beliefs and assumptions that inform the stories we tell ourselves and each other of how the world works and how we fit in the world

· How storytelling and narrative relate to one another, stories and messages are informed by narratives
Large Group: Mainstream Messages (Karen, Jeb draws)
· What are the right-wing and mainstream messages people are hearing around immigrants and immigration?

· Draw a political spectrum: anti-racist, mainstream, right-wing 

· Fill in responses on spectrum mainstream to right wing, leave white anti-racist for SD members to fill in

· Remember the Iceberg? What did we say about it? use Iceberg model to ask: what’s below the surface of the mainstream messages? What narrative informs this? What is the underlying belief system and assumptions? Way of seeing the world?
White Antiracist Narrative, Structures, and Messages. (Jeb present, Karen)
· What is the white anti-racist narrative on immigration? What messages emerge from this narrative?

· What structures would emerge from those beliefs? What messages that are different from messages in the mainstream and the right?
Large group share out, popcorn style
· What are a few focused white antiracist messages on immigration we could take away from today?
	2 min

5 min

5 min

5 min

30 min

15 min

10 min

10 min

10 min

5 min


	Jason

Lisa 
Lisa 
Lisa 

Tara 

Jason

Jeb
Tara / Jason
AR
AR
AR
AR

	3:50-4:00: Closure
	
	

	· Pass the BOXES, Announcement about Storytelling Project

· Summer Institute – INTRODUCE ALL OF WPG
· Events to outreach at – send to AR
	
	Jason


